BLITHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting dated 25 May 2021


Present: Mr P Atkins (Chairman), Mr S Hulme (Vice Chairman), Mr A Vernon, Mrs P Massey, Mr K Massey, Mrs D Clarke (Clerk)

Minutes:  Minutes of the Ordinary General Meeting dated 3 September 2020 were agreed and signed.   Minutes of the Planning Applications Meeting dated 6 October 2020 were agreed and signed.

Matters Arising
Parish Lengthsman Vacancy – It was agreed that this should be advertised on the parish notice boards and in the Parish News for Abbots Bromley and Blithfield.
St Leonard’s Church Blithfield Donation – It was agreed that a cheque for £500 be donated.
House in Newton – After lengthy discussion it was agreed that a letter be sent to ESBC Head of Service with copies to the ESBC Planning Manager, ESBC Principal Planner, Development Control, and ESBC Borough Councillor for Bagots Ward.
Better Blithfield Broadband – The Chairman gave an update to the meeting and indicated that the new service would hopefully be in place before Christmas 2021.

Planning Applications
P/2020/00918  Erection  of a single storey extension on the west and east elevations, raising of ridge height to facilitate additional living accommodation and erection of a garage, The Granary Cottage, Smithy Lane, Admaston – ESBC permits 01 April 2021
P/2020/01151  Certificate of Lawfulness for an existing use for a change of use from two separate dwellings into a single dwellinghouse, Stansley Wood Court, The hayloft, Newton Hurst Lane, Dapple Heath – ESBC certified lawful on 14/10/2020
P/2020/01299  Erection of a first floor rear extension, 1 Bag Lane, Newton – ESBC permits 8 January 2021
P/2020/01347  Erection of an agricultural building (Phase 1), Manor Farm, Newton, Rugeley – ESBC permits 20 January 2021
P/2020/01348  Erection of an agricultural building (Phase 11), Manor Farm, Newton, Rugeley -ESBC permits 29 January 2021
P/2020/01362  Crown lift lower branches up to 4m to one Beech tree (T1), remove lower limb and crown reduce and shape by 0.5m or to nearest suitable growth points to one Persian Ironwood tree (T2), Blithfield House, School Lane, Admaston – ESBC no objection 07 January 2021
P/2021/00004  Pollarding of 1 Unidentified tree to a height of 2 metres, felling of 1 Unidentified tree, 1 Unidentified/Elder tree, 1 Yew tree, 4 Sycamore trees, 1 Horse Chestnut tree, 1 Elm tree, cut back encroaching vegetation to a height of 5.6 metres to allow clearance of 2 Sycamore trees, removal of deadwood of 1 Oak tree, 3 Cedar trees, removal of all limbs back to main stem and removal of deadwood of 1 Cedar tree, crown reduction in height of up to 6 metres to the three limb unions in the upper crown at a height of 5.6 metres to allow clearance of a group of trees made up of Yew, Sycamore, Elm and Ash trees (TPO 6 and 67), Woodland along roadside and along School Lane, Trees along Blithfield Hall Drive, Admaston – ESBC grant consent 04 January 2021
P/2020/01415  Felling of one Cherry tree (T1) and three Pine trees (T2 – T4), The Long Barn, Smithy Lane, Admaston – ESBC no objection 21 January 2021
P/2021/00065  Felling of 3 Leyland Cypress trees, Trees in the grounds of Blithfield Hall, Admaston – ESBC no objection 16 February 2021
P/2021/00254  Listed Building application for the installation of posts and handrail to external steps and retention of defibrillator, Admaston Village Hall, School Lane, Admaston – ESBC Grants Listed Building Consent 21 April 2021
P/2021/00561  Reserved Matters application relating to P/2019/01052 for the erection of an agricultural workers dwelling including details of appearance, landscaping, layout and scale, Manor Farm, Newton Lane, Newton, Rugeley – no objection from Blithfield Parish Council.

Financial                                                                                                                      £
Current Account						 	        6,027.87
Deposit Account							        2,214.40
Village Hall Account							           284.69
Payments Made
Mrs D Clarke – Expenses to 28 February 2021	                                      129.53
Mrs D Clarke – Half yearly salary to 31 March 2021			           897.00
Payments Due
BHIB – Local Councils Insurance Renewal				           349.38
E A Roy – Support & Maintenance if web pages for 12 months	           120.00
Rugeley & District Community First Responders			             50.00
Midlands Air Ambulance						             50.00
Katherine House Hospice							50.00
St Giles Hospice Care								50.00
CPRE										50.00
The Donna Louise Hospice							50.00
British Heart Foundation				                                        50.00

Correspondence
Police Reports for January & March 2021 – (via email)
Police Report for May 2021 (via email)
It was agreed to invite PC Lee Parden to the July meeting of Blithfield Parish Council

Any Other Business
New procedure for logging highway problems – the Chairman informed the meeting that all defects, including potholes, should in future be reported on line to ensure a full audit trail is available
Well in School Lane – Concern was expressed regarding the overgrown vegetation surrounding the well and ideas put forward as to how this should be dealt with in future.
Parish Clerk Vacancy – The present Clerk has expressed a wish to retire at the end of September 2021 and therefore this position will be advertised locally.

Next Meeting
The next Ordinary General Meeting of Blithfield Parish Council is scheduled to take place on Thursday 1 July 2021

With there being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.05 p.m.





Signed ………………………………………………………         Date ………………………………..		
